
2023 Fort 
Assiniboine 
Bicentennial 
Voyageur 
Canoe Brigade



After many 
months of …

And despite…

• Meetings 
• Oct. 17, 2022, through 

to July 6, 2023

• Planning

• Scouting

• Mapping 

• Registering 

• And more planning…

• Fires / evacuations

• Smoke / poor air quality

• Flooding! 



15 crews and 
~ 160 people

• Amisk Lake Voyageurs (Wayne Elliot)

• Bicentennials (Peter Stone)

• Blazing Paddles (Bernie Kreiner)

• Boona (Brooke Martens)

• Change Health (3) (Felicia Ochs)

• Fort Assiniboine Bicentennials (Rick Zroback)

• Paddlelacs (Louis Corbeil)

• Pit Meadows Paddling Club (Katie Sather)

• Rapidly Declining (Merle Pederson)

• Red Rogues (Bob Groves)

• The BIG Canoe (Matthew Webber)

• Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club (Wade Martinson)

• York Factory Express (Doug Yalte)



Finally! 
Registration Day!

• July 6 Blue Ridge

• Registration and safety training

• Dinner provided by Change Health & Alexis Nakota Sioux 
Nation



July 7 – Day 1

• Town of Whitecourt 
Pancake send off at 
Whitecourt Riverboat Park

• Prayer and smudging, 
speeches 

• And…we were off! 



Whitecourt to Blue Ridge

• Eddying up the McLeod before entering 
the Athabasca at Whitecourt

• Paddled 24 km

• Camped again at Blue Ridge with the 
community providing dinner



July 8 – Day 2 
Blue Ridge to Fort 
Assiniboine

• An early foggy morning

• Stop for lunch at Moose Wallow (landowner)

• Paddled 68 km



Arrival at Fort 
Assiniboine

• Joined by Governor Sir George Simpson 
and a piper before landing at Fort 
Assiniboine using a ‘String of pearls’ 
formation and heralded by shots from 
several black powder muskets

• Parade to Walsh Park; banquet dinner



July 9 – Day 3 Enjoying 
Fort Assiniboine 
Bicentennial Celebrations

• Caity and Kailyn met us in Fort Assiniboine and manned the display 
Saturday and Sunday

• Dinner Sunday evening provided  to brigaders by Capital Power



July 10 Day 4 – Fort 
Assiniboine to 
Klondyke Ferry (Vega)

• Thunderstorm!

• Paddled 45 km

• Dinner provided by Neerlandia Co-op



July 11 – Day 5 Klondike 
Ferry to Chisholm (Smith)

Paddled 66 km. Pizza dinner provided 
by Brigade and followed by voyageur 
games!



July 12 Day 6 –
Chisholm to 
Riverbend Lodge 

• Waiting out another rainstorm! Late for landing at Smith.

• Paddled 35 km Chisholm to Smith. 

• Riverbend Lodge out of commission so another night spent 
back at Smith.

• Potluck and voyageur games



July 13 
Riverbend to 
Athabasca

Change to 20 km upstream 
put in location (with thanks 
to landowners Ben and Judy 
Burton!)



July 13 Final 
landing at 
Athabasca



AWC participants included: 

Board members Dan Moore, 
Paula Evans, Ida Edwards, Rob 
Minns & Brian Deheer

Staff members Petra Rowell, 
Sarah MacDonald, Ashley 
Johnson, Caity Seifert & Kailyn 
Gibbons. 

Members: Greg and Nancy 
Johnson, Jamie Giberson, 
Walter Preugschas



• https://athabascariver.wordpress.co
m/

• https://www.facebook.com/people/
CVBS-Athabasca-River-Brigade-
2023/100094279725742/

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=KXQdCzXtOp0

• https://albertachat.com/voyageur-
brigade-spends-a-couple-of-nights-in-
smith/

• https://www.townandcountrytoday.
com/athabasca-news/voyageurs-
arrive-safe-and-sound-in-athabasca-
7288396
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Many thanks to! 

• The Organizing Committee (Chair 
Dan)

• Sarah – map maker and Registrar
• The Paddlers and Ground Support 

Crews
• The many, many sponsors and 

supporters who welcomed the 
brigade, provided meals and 
camping logistics along the way

At Athabasca: 
• Speakers

• MLA Glen van Dijken
• Reeve Brian Hall (Athabasca County)
• Councillor Edith Yuill(Town of 

Athabasca)
• Colleen and Tara (Athabasca Native 

Friendship Centre) 

• Volunteers: Nancy Johnson, Brian 
Deheer, Athabasca Public Works 
staff, Lisa Allan at Visit Athabasca

• Vendors: Select Rentals, Athabasca 
District Agricultural Society, Charlie 
Majorow (The Wood Guy), Van 
Hout Bakery, Charlie Deshane, 
Moose Mountain Boys, Brian 
Deheer and other musicians


