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Canadian Voyageur Brigades Society // 
Societe Canadienne des Voyageur Brigadiers 

 
Objectives 
 
1. The name of the Society shall be the Canadian Voyageur Brigades Society // Societe 

Canadienne des Voyageur Brigadiers hereinafter, referred to as the Society. 
 
2. See Schedule A Form 4001 Articles of Incorporation outlining the objectives of the Society for the 

specific objectives of the Society. 
  

3. The Canadian Voyageur Brigades Society // Societe Canadienne des Voyageur Brigadiers 
shall be registered as a non-profit Society according to the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporation Act 
(NFP-Act). 

4. In these Bylaws, “Special Resolution” means a resolution passed by a majority of not less than two 
thirds of the votes cast on that resolution.  

 
 

Bylaws 
 
A. Membership 
 
1. See Schedule B of Form 4001: Articles of Incorporation for the classes, regional or other groups, 

of members that the Society is entitled to establish. 
 Schedule B states:  

 “Subject to the articles, there shall be two classes of members in the Society, namely, 
Class A voting members and Class B participating members.  Members may be composed of 
individuals, corporations and other entities which are all considered "persons". The Board of 
Directors of the Society may, by resolution, approve the admission of the members of the 
Society. Members may also be admitted in such other manner as may be prescribed by the board 
by resolution. The following conditions of membership shall apply:  

Class A Members 

1. Class A voting membership shall be available to persons  who are actual people of the age of majority and 
who have applied and have been accepted for Class A voting membership in the Society. 

2. As set out in these articles, each Class A voting member is entitled to receive notice of, attend and vote at 
all meetings of members and each such Class A voting member shall be entitled to one (1) vote at such 
meetings. 

Class B Members 

1. Class B non-voting membership shall be available to legal persons who have applied and have been 
accepted for Class B participating membership in the Society. 

2. The term of membership of a Class B participating member shall be for the calendar year in which they join 
the Society. 

3. Subject to the Act and the articles, a Class B participating member shall not be entitled to receive notice of, 
attend or vote at meetings of the members of the Society. 
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4. Class B participating membership is intended for people who wish to participate in a canoe brigade put on 
by or sanctioned by the Society or those who wish to provide financial support to the Society. 

Pursuant to subsection 197(1) (Fundamental Change) of the Act, a special resolution of the voting members is 
required to make any amendments to this section of the by-laws if those amendments affect membership 
rights and/or conditions described in paragraphs 197(1)(e), (h), (l) or (m).” 

 
2. Membership fees shall be determined by the Board of Directors. 
 
3. Any member wishing to withdraw from membership may do so upon a notice in writing to the Board 

of Directors through its Secretary.  The Board of Directors shall have sole responsibility for 
determining any refund of membership fees. If any member is in arrears of membership fees for 
more than 12 months, that member shall be dropped from Society rolls.  Any member may be 
expelled from membership by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of members in good standing and in 
attendance at a General Meeting, for any cause.  

 
4. Votes must be made in person or by direct telecom connection (telephone, Skype,…) or by email 

and not by proxy. 
 
 

B. Board of Directors 
 
1. The Board shall mean the Board of Directors of the Society. The Board of Directors shall consist 

of the following Officer and Director positions: 
    
    (a) Chair; 
    (b) Vice Chair; 
    (c) Treasurer; 
    (d) Secretary; and additionally 
    (e) Minimum 2 and Maximum 8 Directors as may be determined by the Board. 
 
2. Other than the Chair, any two Officer and Director positions may be combined into one position. 

Any one of the Officers or Directors may assume the duties of two positions at the discretion of the 
members of the Board of Directors at any time.  

 
3. The Board shall, subject to the by-laws or directions given it by a majority vote at any General 

Meeting properly called and constituted, have full control and management of the affairs of the 
Society. 

 
4. Meetings of the Board shall be held as often as required, but at least three (3) times each year. 

Meetings shall be called by the Chair.  Meetings of the Board shall be called with not less than 
seven (7) days' notice of a meeting, by mail, fax, e-mail, web (website, Facebook, twitter) or 
telephone. The next meeting of the Board will normally be set and called at the closure of each 
meeting.  

 
5. Any four (4) members of the Board including one officer shall constitute a quorum, and a meeting 

may be held without due notice if a quorum is present, provided that any business transacted at 
such a meeting shall be ratified at the next regularly called meeting of the Board; otherwise these 
transactions shall be null and void. In such a situation, the quorum present must promptly after the 
meeting notify the rest of the board of the decisions reached and the need for a “regularly called 
meeting”. 

 
 
6. Attendance by members using a direct telecom connection (telephone, Skype,…) is 

recommended for individuals unable to attend in person.  
 



Canadian Voyageur Brigades Society Bylaws fin vers 2018Jan27  pg 3 of 7  
  

7. The Board shall have the authority to declare vacant any position held by a Board member who 
has failed to attend any three (3) consecutive  Board meetings called with due notice. 

8. Persons who are members of the board must hold a current paid up Class A society membership. 
 
8. Any Board member may be removed from the Board by a resolution passed by a two-thirds (2/3) 

majority) vote of members of the Board members as are present in person or by direct telecom 
connection (telephone, Skype,…) at a  meeting of the Board of which ten days prior written, fax or 
e-mail notice specifying the intention to propose the resolution has been duly given. 

 
9. In the event a Director position becomes vacant during the term of a Director, the Board may 

appoint a Class A (voting) Member to fill the vacancy.  The member who is appointed shall hold 
office for a term expiring not later than the close of the next Annual General Meeting., but the total 
number of Directors so appointed may not exceed one-third of the number of Directors elected at 
the previous Annual General Meeting of Members. 

 
10.  No member of the Board shall receive remuneration for his or her services as a Board member. 

Upon prior approval of the Board, expenses incurred by a Board member for travel associated 
with attending Board meetings and other activities where they are attending an event or meeting 
on behalf of the Society may be reimbursed with the submission of proper documentation and 
with the agreement of the Board if funds permit. 

11.  A Director shall not be prohibited from receiving compensation for services provided to the 
Society in another capacity. 

 
 

C. Duties of Officers 
 
1. The Chair shall: 
  
   (a)  Preside at all meetings of the Board and at General Meetings of the Society and 

shall perform such other duties as are necessary to the proper conduct of the 
office of Chair;  

 
  (b) Act as General Manager of the Society unless the Board has by resolution 

appointed another person to be General Manager;  
 
   (c) May delegate responsibilities to other Directors, subject to approval by the Board; 
 
   (d) Be an ex-officio member of all committees; and  
 
  (e) May not vote on committees or at meetings of the Board or at General Meetings 

of the Society, except in the case of a tied vote . 
 
2. The Vice Chair shall: 
 
  (a)  Assume the duties and responsibilities of the Chair in the absence of the latter; 

and 
 
   (b)  Perform such other duties as the Board may delegate. 
 
 
3. The Secretary shall: 
    
  (a) Attend all meetings, insofar as is possible, of both the Society and the Board, and 

prepare and keep accurate minutes of these meetings;  
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   (b) Be responsible for all correspondence of the Society; and 
 
   (c) Acquire and maintain the corporate seal for the Society. 
 
4. The Treasurer shall: 
 
   (a) Ensure the books of the Society can be financially audited at least once each 

year by a qualified accountant, or by two (2) members of the Society approved for 
that purpose at the Annual General Meeting A copy of this statement shall be 
filed with the Secretary for the records of the Society; 

 
    (b) Attend all meetings, insofar as is possible, of both the Society and the Board; 
 
   (c) Receive and disburse all monies paid to or by the Society;  
 
  (d) Properly account for the funds of the Society and keep such books, receipts and 

other records as are reasonable and as may be directed by the Board; 
 
  (e) Present a full and detailed account of receipts and disbursements to the Board 

whenever requested, and shall prepare for submission to the Annual General 
Meeting a statement, duly audited as set forth above , of the financial position of 
the Society.   

 
(f) Will make disbursements as authorized by the Board. Financial signing authority 

shall follow Board approved processes; 
 
(g) Ensure the books of the Society are closed on October 31 for the fiscal year end 

as approved by the Board and;  
 
5. A Director shall: 
 
  (a) Assume responsibilities assigned by the Board and be in agreement with  

  their assigned responsibilities;   
 

(b) Be responsible for the development and management of all aspects of their 
responsibilities including the addition of volunteers required to fulfill those 
responsibilities, and; 

 
(c) Attend all Board meetings, and General Meetings of the Society insofar as 

possible, and shall assist with all deliberations and work of the Board;  
 
6. All Board Members shall: 

 
(a) Hold a term of office for a two year term with a maximum tenure of 6 consecutive 

years in any one position unless the term of office is extended through a Special 
Resolution passed at a General Meeting; 

 

 
D. General Meetings 
 
1.  General Meetings of the Society may be called at any time by the Secretary upon the instructions 

of the Chair or the Board. Written notice shall be given to all members by mail, fax, e-mail, 
Facebook, or twitter no less than fourteen days (14 days) and no more than twenty one days (21 
days) prior to the date of the meeting. 
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2.  Any Class A Member in good standing shall be eligible to vote at General Meetings meetings of 
the members. 

 
3.  A quorum for a General Meeting shall be ten (10) members, or fifty (50) percent, of all Class A 

members in good standing plus one, whichever is the lower number. 
 
4.  Voting shall be by show of hands or voice via telecom (telephone, Skype,…) unless a secret 

ballot is requested by a member, in which case a secret ballot shall be declared by the Chair 
without discussion.  Unless otherwise specified in the by-laws, a motion shall be considered 
passed by a General Meeting if it receives a simple majority of votes cast. 

 
5.  The Board may appoint a parliamentary officer to set procedures for conduct of general and 

board meetings from time to time if required. The most current edition of Robert’s Rules, Newly 
Revised, shall be the parliamentary authority at all General Meetings, and at meetings of the 
Board.  

 
 

D. Annual General Meetings 
 

1. The Society shall hold an Annual General Meeting no later than ninety days (90 days) after the 
end of the fiscal year, of which meeting written notice shall be given to  all voting members by 
mail, fax, e-mail, web (website, Facebook, twitter) no less than twenty one days (21 days) and no 
more than forty five days (45 days) prior to the date of the meeting. 

 
2. At this meeting there shall be an election to fill any vacant Director positions. 
 
3. Any Class A Member in good standing shall be eligible for office in the Society.  Members must 

consent to stand for office either at the Annual General Meeting or by written notice to the Chair 
prior to the meeting. 

 
4. A Special Resolution may be presented, discussed and voted on at an Annual General Meeting 

provided that notice of motion has been given to voting members in the notice of meeting.  No 
vote on an unannounced Special Resolution may be taken until the next General Meeting of which 
intent shall be stated in the meeting announcement.  Copies of all adopted Special Resolutions 
shall be filed according to the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporation Act (NFP-Act). 

  
 

D.  Special General Meetings 
 

1. A special general meeting shall be called by the Chair or Secretary upon the receipt of a petition 
signed by  ten (10)  Class A (voting) members who can requisition such a meeting.  The reasons 
for calling such a meeting must be set out in the petition.  Special meetings may only deal with 
the items set out in the petition.   Notice of special general meetings shall be the same as for 
General Meetings.  Voting eligibility for special general meetings shall be the same as for General 
Meetings. 

 
 

E. Miscellaneous 
 
1. Borrowing Powers: 
   

(a) For the purpose of carrying out its objectives, the Society may borrow or raise or 
secure the payment of money in such manner as it sees fit, and in particular by 
the issue of debentures; and 
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(b) This power shall be exercised only under the authority of a special resolution of 
the Society . 

 
2. Special Fees:   

 
(a) The Board may set additional fees as it deems necessary for participation in 

special events or special activities offered to members of the Society. 
 
3.  Disputes: 
 
   (a) Any unresolved dispute arising out of the affairs of the Society, between 

members of the Society or between a member and the Society shall be resolved 
by means provided by the Arbitration Act for Alberta; and 

 
   (b) Limitations on members’ ability to arbitrate shall be those defined by the Canada 

Not-for-Profit Corporation Act (NFP-Act). 
 
4.  Amending Bylaws: 
    
   (a) These bylaws may be amended by special resolution at an Annual General 

Meeting or a special general meeting called to address a change required in the 
Society’s current bylaws.Amendments to the bylaws shall be carried out by two 
thirds (2/3 majority) of the voting members at a Annual General Meeting or a 
special general meeting called to address a change required in the Society’s 
current bylaws. 

 
5. Dissolution: 
 
   (a) The Society may be dissolved by special resolution at an Annual General 

Meeting or a special general meeting of the Society The Society may be 
dissolved by a Special Resolution two thirds (2/3 majority) of the quorum required 
for the Society at the Annual General or special general meeting called 
specifically to discuss and vote on such dissolution; 

 
   (b) The  General Meeting called to dissolve the Society shall appoint a liquidator with 

all the powers of the Board of Directors to wind-up the affairs of the Society;  
 
   (c) At dissolution the assets of the Society must first be sold or otherwise  disbursed 

to meet the remaining obligations of the Society; and 
 
   (d) If assets remain they are to be justly distributed to a recognized Society with 

similar aims or objectives. 
  
 
6. Any situation not covered by these by-laws may be dealt with at a duly constituted meeting of the 

Board.  Such actions shall be ratified at the next General Meeting; failing this, such action shall be 
null and void. 
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Dated this   ______________    Day of    ____________________,    2017.  
 

 
Founding members of Canadian Voyageur Brigades Society // Societe Canadienne des 
Voyageur Brigadiers  

 
Name Signature Address City & Province Postal Code Title

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 


